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The lllusion of
Progress

Why Is the current system
failing to protect nature
and communities?
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Modern economics assumes infinite, self-healing nature

Global agreements focus on pledges, not tangible
outcomes

Progress without justice fails to deliver meaningful
environmental change



One Planet,

Current growth based
economic system is failing to
protect nature and
communities.
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By 2050, around 3 billion people will live in countries
under ecological threats
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US$ 577B crops /5% land, 85%

at pollinator risk wetlands altered

66% oceans

impacted; 90%
fish overused

®

Agriculture Land use emits
drives 70% 25% GHGs

.

biodiversity loss

—y®

24k of 28k
species
threatened

d

60% human
infections have
animal origins



-:-
CHANGIE

initiative

Growth Looks Good, Reality Does Not.
GDP is Rising, Disasters-linked Losses are Rising Faster!!

Global GDP vs Net Economic Gain (2005-2024)

110 — GBI GOPTUSD) Global GDP rose from $48T-> $110T
e conomic Galn (2005_2024)

Environmental Losses

100

90

Net gain/GDP declined: 89% - 85%

80

701

Trillions of USD

Gap widened from 11% = 15% of GDP

60 lost

50

Economic growth increasingly offsets
07 itself through development-led
destruction

2005.0 2007.5 2010.0 2012.5 2015.0 2017.5 2020.0 2022.5
Year



The Development-Destruction Trap

Extract > Collapse > Borrow >Repeat

GDP Growth Built on Ecological Loss, Undermines True Prosperity

Irreversible damage of
nature, resource
constraints led poverty
cycle and resource

constraints.

Further degrade
the protected
nature (forests,

river ecosystem)

THE
DEVELOPMENT-
DESTRUCTION
TRAP

Excessive extraction
of natural resources

Imperfect-information based
economic planning

degrade natural resources
(e.g. water, soil, forest

and ecosystem).

Adopt further
development of
projects/programs
to address the
existing degradation
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The Money for Justice Already Exists. I

The flows are real; they just follow the wrong rules and  CHANGE
priorities.
Paris

|S Wa n | n g ] a n d Voluntary, Not The Carbon Absence State-Centric

Obligatory Mirage of Justice Myopia

Nature Must n
Govern = 52 i
Why Natural Rights Governance Is ® ®
the Only Viable Path to Protect
People and Planet

The Paris Paris converted LDCs continue State-based

Agreement is built

climate policy

to bear the brunt

agreement are

on self-declared, into carbon of emissions seeking to govern
unenforceable arithmetic. they did not the entire planet.
targets. cause.
—— e ————————————— |



We Do Not Only Need New Projects, We Need New Rules.

Source

Carbon Price

-

Not Short of Money, Short of Rules and Commitment

Assumption

$100/tC0Oze x 65

Annual Revenue

Total potential

(Article 6.0, Paris | GtCO-e (global US$6.5 trillion
Aligned) total emissions)
Arms Levy gg;(z)g/;r%?s $0.06-$0.12
(included in total) trillion
revenues
~ US$6.0-6.6

trillion
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]
MATH OF I
JUSTICE
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REVENUES LDC SHARE

S6.5 $1.3
trillion trillion

Potential revenues from
global carbon-tax for LDC
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Existential Threat: A Systemic Crisis Unfolding
Combined collapse of Ethical I Ethical and equitable
climate stability signals a erlgge(élogr?ggqau;?y > governance refo!'ms are
systemic crisis ignored, undermining urgently required,
threatening all lives F e e prioritizing ecological

and human well-being
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Crisis stems not Survival window is
from scientific gaps, dangerously closing,
but from failure in demanding immediate
governance and just action
mechanisms

Beyond Counting Tons, Governance for Rights. Carbon metrics matter, but so
do the rights of people, rivers and oceans are protected.
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Nature’s Sovereignty: Justice for All Life

Recognizing nature as a self-governing entity, with humans as trustees who uphold Earth’s inherent rights through just governance.

& >, S ch

Nature Is A Sovereign Humans Act As Governance Must This Principle

Entity, Possessing Trustees, Entrusted Represent The Underpins Nature
Inherent Rights And A To Protect And Voiceless Earth By Justice, Ensuring Al
Self-governing Order Nurture The Earth Defending Nature’s Life And Ecosystems
Beyond Human Rather Than Claim Rights And Upholding Are Valued Intrinsically
Control. Ownership Over It. lts Sovereignty. And Protected.




What If Nature is The Sovereign, Not Just Us? :—I

Human are trustees of law, finance and policy, not owners of Earth. CHANGE

Perpetuity Self-
and preservation

Regularity capacity

Stall ity Ecological

and Integrit
‘Changeabil- S

Prime Determinants of
Nature's Sovereignty
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Natural rights exist before human laws, granting every
species the right to exist, evolve, and regenerate

Natural Rights
Precede Human
Law

Violating these rights is both a moral and legal breach
extending responsibility to the entire planet

Justice must expand beyond humans to encompass all life

Upholding Nature’s Moral and Legal
forms and ecosystems

Sovereignty for All Life

Governments and society must respect and protect nature’s
rights as fundamental principles

FEl Frll FER I
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NATURE'S RIGHT |  LIBERTY OR
TO EXIS FREEDOM
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Upholding
Natural Rights
Pillars

Every river, forest, coastline and
mountain we protect is a shield for

someone’s home and future. |ND|GENOUS
KNOWLEDGE &
CULTURE
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CHANGE
Better
Moderate
oo W O
Unified Natural ok
Rights Index (UNRI)
of Most Polluted
Cities L
Where air is unbreathable, © S o 5 8 S,
Natural Rights collapse, N S o
pollution reveals ~ R N -
governance failure - B° Na
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NRLG Framework: Constitutions and Contracts I

| only stand if the living Earth beneath them LI anar
Nature’'s Sovereignty survives.

and Paradigms of
NRLG

Sovereignty of Nature

capacity

. " Perpetuity and
Transform society by shifting to regularity
regeneration, stewardship, and ecological
harmony Natural Rights
Self-preservation

/
Ife or Self-dignity o i . - -
beings and natural Natural Rights Led Governance: Paradigms/Pillar

resources

: - |
Climate stabilit :
recognition for life and Nature justice
rights of nature property
Social Justice (e.g. Enjoy
Harmony fruits of one’s labor) . Rule by natural Equity, Entrusting
law and natural gmm integrity, and community

, . accountability shared rights stewardship
Rights to exist of the

Ecological nature and indigenous Peaceful
Integrity knowledge and culture grievance/ Conflict
resolution

mechanism




Seven Paradigms
of NRLG

Transform society by shifting to
regeneration, stewardship, and ecological

harmony

38

Legal Recognition
for Rights of Nature

9

Protection of
Life and
Property

Nature
Justice

M

Rule by Natural Law
and Natural
Accountabilitty

Codifying the rights of ecosystems to exist,
thrive, and regenerate within national and
international legal systems.

Preservation of people and their assets
from harm, risk, or loss.

The act of aligning human actions with
natural laws.

A stringent system of accountability that
ensures justice-based outcomes, driven by
nature-based knowledge and guidelines.
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Seven Paradigms
of NRLG

Transform society by shifting to
regeneration, stewardship, and ecological

harmony

Equity, Integrity,
and Shared Rights

o

Peaceful Grievance
or Conflict Resolution
Mechanism

Y

Community
Stewardship

Form the pillars on which rests the system
of Natural Rights governance, centered on
humans and nature .

Seeks to resolve natural resource-related
disputes and governance imbalances through
non-violent, inclusive, and equitable means.

Harness a strong sense of community,
emphasizing collective responsibility of all
inhabitants to maintain the welfare of
community and the planet.

:-
CHANGIE

initiative



E-
Development Led Natural Rights Led CH A\N(G!
Governance Governance initiative

Nature’s Rights
legal bearing
status entity

Resources
to exploit

J

Intergenerational
and distributive
justice

aid, unequal and

Governance outcome
VS. f
N RLG Extractive

and linear

justice

J

( o
Development Led Top-down } Equity

model resilient, circularj

Eco-centric
and legally
binding

Accountabilit

bureaucratic,
voluntary

Eco-centric,
Developmen regenerative,

-
Human—centered,}

-
: Central to resource
L Communit
Tokenistic ole y governance and
decision-making
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Nature First Does Not Mean Wellbeing Last! :l
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NESUatirekasen SO BN Traditional Economics of NRLG
- NRLS (Natural Rights-Led Solutions) .
— NRLGS (Natural Rights-Led Governance Systems) / Economics

Exploits nature Regenerates nature as

for growth growth
- Measures Measures balance
£ 6 output
g / / i Prioritizes Prioritizes continuity of
~ / / capital life
T 4 Centralized Decentralized and
= and extractive restorative
9 Values profit ~ Values well-being and

equity

/ / Returns to

\ / Investment (Rol): Old economics asks, “How
A Comparison much can we take?”

1 1 1 1

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Years Since Investment NRLG asks, “How much can we
sustain?”

NBS peaks early, rewards speed
NRLS overtakes by year 20,rewards balance
« NRLGS compounds highest long-term, rewards endurance.



Rebalancing the Scales: From Exploitation to Renewal (CHA\N(G,]IE
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Concrete steps to transform governance and finance for ecological justice

Legal Reform: Institutional Shift: Embed Economic Change: Tax Cultural Renewal: Together, These
Constitutionalize Nature's Environment Into Pollution And Incentivize Reconnect Ethics With Pathways Form A

Rights To Protect Governance And Planning Regeneration For Ecosystems To Foster Comprehensive Approach
Ecosystems Through Law Frameworks Sustainable Growth Respect And Stewardship That Drives Lasting
Ecological Governance
And Societal
Transformation
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Rebalancing the Scales:
From Exploitation to Renewal

Environmental care is not a
luxury, it is the foundation of
resilience

&

Justice is not charity,
it's fiscal intelligence

Prosperity is not a rising
graph, it's a living balance
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Hope for a Better Future through Natural Rights Led %;!
Governance

Hope is the courage to 16TH NOVEMBER 2025
act amid crisis, inspiring '
®hold transformation.

This perspective
transforms despair into
actionable optimism for

a just, regenerative
future

YOUTH AND INDIGENOUS
VOICES RISING FOR
NATURE’S SOVEREIGNTY

Combining law,
finance, and faith
creates powerful
tools for renewal and
resilience.

Today we took Natural Rights Led
Governance to the beach. *
Audacity of Hope : -
Indigenous leaders, local communities
and young people stood together by
the water to say one thing clearly:
nature has the right to exist and be
happy, just like us. Their smiles are our
reminder of what we are fighting for at
COP30,

Embracing nature’s
sovereignty offers
humanity its final hope
and a path to a
sustainable future.

Governance must shift

o focus from endless
growth to prioritizing the
vitality of life.

#NRLG #NaturesSovereignty
#YouthForNature #IndigenousVoices

21
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Enforcing Natural Rights-Led Governance

GLOBAL
REGIONAL

NATIONAL

Uniersol
Declaration 7 %
- COMMUNITY

constitutional green

recognition tribunals

Steworqshup _ Nature’'s e rei
bodies | sovereignty

shared

% indigenous regenerative

rights livelihoods W
restoration
programs

natural
capital

accounting
transboundary ecosystem councils

Global Nature A o a2 Planetary
Fund Boundaries

Communities anchor

Nature's sovereignty.

National mechanisms
formalize and

reinforce these rights.

Regional and global
cooperation support
cross-border

protection.

CHANGIE
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Implementing Natural Rights-Led Governance

K

- Land Titles Lagal Grassroots
NGO Shvecs Recognition of Advocacy &
Access to justice

&

" Restoration &
' Sustainable
 Livelihoods

- Calendars of

Seasons Traditional
-sacredsites  ECological
- Community Knowledge

Managed Forest
R
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and Trees
Co-existing
with Wildlife
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Community stew;déhip is the heartbeat
of NRLG implementation.

Practice land rituals and
utilize traditional

kKnowledge.

Ensure legal recognition
of nature through local
guardianship and rights-

based approaches.

Grassroots advocacy to
empower communities

defend ecosystems.
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Natural Rights in Practice: Global Precedents and Outcomes

1st country to
recognize nature as a
rights-bearing entity
in its Constitution

Outcome

Trustees can sue for
violation of nature’s
rights

Recognized the
Whanganui River
as a legal person

New Zealand

Outcome

Centers Indigenous
stewardship and
codifies ecosystem
sovereignty

High Court
declaration of rivers
as living entities

Bangladesh

Outcome

Treats rivers as
victims of harm and
mandates active state
protection

Constitution gives
right to sue on

behalf of
ecosystems

Outcome

Strong community-led
environmental justice
rulings grounded in
constitutional rights
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An Urgent Call
to Action
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LA a o LR . =
n Defending nature’s rights COP 30 must mark the
means defending life itself pivotal shift from a carbon-

focused agenda to justice-
centered governance

Stop managing the planet as n Embrace nature’s
property; reclaim our belonging to sovereignty to protect all life and
Earth secure humanity’s future
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EXCLUSIVE ON AMAZON

GET IT NOW

NATURAL RIGHTS LED GOVERNANCE
TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

IVHILE DEVASI WS BECOME
INTENSE, OPPORTUNITY FO
I T"T"T"'.l’"ﬂ?.rrr“fl

EXTINCTION T

GOVERNANCE (¥NRLG)|
OWARDS SUSTAINABILITY OF

S OVE R E I G N T Y IATURE. TOWARDS EROSEEROM

NATURE .-;%i‘
SURVIVAL .~

FOR L | o i A
J A ¢ ‘/}/Z K“{w’.ﬁﬁéw__ -{/M

PROSPERITY

M. Zakir Hossain Khan
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Thank
You
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